Regulation of viral and cellular gene expression in sensory neurons.
Herpes simplex virus (HSV) establishes latent infections of neuronal cells but replicates readily in other cell types. This effect is dependent upon the presence of the inhibitory cellular transcription factor Oct-2 in neuronal cells. This factor inhibits the viral immediate-early gene promoters by at least two distinct mechanisms. The significance of Oct-2 in regulating viral and cellular gene expression in sensory neurons is discussed.